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Drawing from a detailed study of the origins of conflict in South Arabia since the 1990s and its
global implications, the following presentation hopes to offer a larger reflection on how events
shall unfold as a consequence. While not an immediate cause of violence in the larger region,
events in South Arabia, and by extension the Horn of Africa, need to be put into its larger context
as we move beyond analysis of the events around 2011 (the Arab Spring) to appreciate adaptive
measures have been taken. Indeed, drawing links that extend for decades in the past, and offering
predictions of how events may unfold in the future, the proposed lecture attempts to upset much
of the conventional wisdom about violence in the larger world. In such a challenge, the analytical
tools available to scholars (and policy-makers) focused on the larger Middle East/Islamic World,
will be equally questioned. Perhaps, in the end, this lecture helps bring a new set of paradigms
through which we study the future of the Arabian Peninsula, as a unit of (rather than separated
from) the larger world, a perspective that necessarily requires understanding chaos is not entirely
beyond the measure of utility to transnational interests nor the capacity of local agents to
manipulate for hitherto ignored constituencies.
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